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24 Oral Pleasure 

Anti-Pop Consortium, Mike Ladd, Ozone Entertainment, Sonic Sum and Dose One are remaking vocal 
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editors 

idea 



1 have a friend whose job is to rearrange the least hear it played on the great organ of Worms 

1 developed world's sound environment. His task is to Cathedral instead of a chunk of Taiwanese silicon Or 

1 devise a completely different set of ringing tones perhaps companies could take their cue from eco- 

from the brain-boiling selection installed in mobile conscious sound artists such as Christine Kubisch or Chris 

phones - converting a palette of garish, strident Watson: wouldn’t rush hour flow smoother if phones rang 

fluorescents into more subtle shades. This is relatively with natural sounds — rainforest cries, surf lapping on 

good news for anyone at the end of their rope regarding pebbles, cicada chatter.. 
the intrusiveness of beeping handsets into our public As the extraordinary Argentinian group Reynols, 

technology being guilty of the sins of its forefathers: cost, the State now protects street clamour — the trio 

being immobile by definition, old land-line phones ring, were cautioned by Buenos Aires police when they 

you are in a building. When mobiles came out, it was probably an article in all this somewhere, one that would 

presumably written in the scripture: Telephones must fit squarely into our new series, Tangents, which starts 

ring. Mobiles are telephones Make it so.' this month with Ken Hollings’s multilayered account of 

and kept close to the chest that their alerts could be space via a potent admixture of ancient astronomy, 

more private. Why not an LED attached to a wristband, electronic technology, arcane ritual and utopian spirit 
or a pleasantly erotic vibrating action? Only now are the From here on, every other month Tangents will try to 
phone companies’ thinktanks getting juiced up to approach the music and sound of our time from various 

address the problem, and that’s where my friend oblique (and acute) angles. Ken’s reference to the 

comes in. His brief: to clean up sonic pollution and Shriner cult in America has already unlocked one 


B»rry Witherden, Douglai Wolk 

'simple', and 'smoothly happy' are all terms apparently Septet's Monk's Music, a Prestige LP from 1957 on 

bandied around by the marketing department. In the which the pianist appears hunched into a bright red go- 

future, the choice of tune or tone may also be tailored cart holding an outsize pencil and sheet of musical 

to different demographics - no doubt Disney themes manuscript paper. Apparently, Shriner street 

for kids, ’"Ere We Go” for soccer fans, you get the processions also feature certain members travelling in 

picture — no Alice Coltrane, Fennesz or Sonic Youth go-carts, and Monk's Musids opening track, a 

tunes for Generation Wire, though, you can bet straightfaced brass rendition of the hymn "Abide With 

You have to wonder why, in the age of handheld Me", immediately evokes the atmosphere of a 



power that allows a mobile to forcefeed you adverts from Sun Ra in proclaiming extraterrestrial origins, nor 
the Internet can’t also hold a small, say, five second surrounded his work with Ra's abundant baggage of 

musical loop for a ring tone instead of the primitive, forbidden knowledge. But like ’secret’ societies such as 

lifeless sine tones of the current crop. Today’s portables the Freemasons and the Shriners, jazz is a culture) with 

play Wendy Carlos-style snatches of Chopin’s Funeral one face for the public and a private interior that taps far 

or the Cornetto ad; if we must be subjected to a mission to try to shine some light in there 

ROB YOUNG 


Rest Of World 

The August issue of The Wire will be on sale on 

Tuesday 25 July ] 

1 Wie Wire on the Web: www.thewire.co.uk l 
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FEAT. PHRROHH SHI1DERS 


...still saunas like the future.’ the thee ..hr irstartclassic.' riusih 
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Peter Blegvad • Dagmar Krause • Anthony Moore 


SLAPP 


HAP P Y 



Available from all good record shops 

and 

Voiceprint Mail Order 

FREEPOST DU409, PO Box 50, Houghton-le-Spring, Tyne & Wear DH5 5YP 

Credit Card Hotline (24Hrs) -*• 
(Freephone) 0500 829262 • 



























johnfahey 



georgia stomps, atlanta struts, 

and other contemporary dance favorites 


now available for the first time 

limited edition double LP on audiophile vinyl 

“John Fahey has created a universe of 
complexity, emotion and exquisite otherness 
for acoustic steel string guitar. His musical 
inventions match those of John Coltrane and 
Harry Partch for sheer transcendental American 
power... he is as monumental and singular a 
musical talent as any this country has 
produced." -SPIN 
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LABRADFORD 



Pan-American 



360 business / 
360 bypass 

CD / Dbl Vinyl 


Labradford’s Festival of Drifting - featuring Labradford + Sigur Ros + Pole + David Pajo + Robin Guthrie + 
lain Sinclair (spoken word) + DJ Bruce Gilbert (Wire) + projections by Mark Atkins. 

June: 24th Queen Elizabeth Hali, South Bank, London. 26th New Trinity Centre, Trinity Road, Bristol. 

27th City Varieties Music Hall, Swan St, Leeds. 28th Contact Theatre, Manchester. 29th Colchester Arts Centre, Church St, Colchester. 

All Labradford / Pan American albums available at good record stores 
or online vwwv.mute.com A ^ 
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Tijuana 



floor artist's loft overlooking Tijuana's busy Avenida 


A survey of sounds from around the planet. This month .. 


immigrants flee Mexico to pursue low paid jobs that 
most Yanquis consider undignified. At the same time, 
the Tijuana-San Diego border is one of the busiest 

place where close to 50 per cent of the world's 
televisions are produced. 

However, the 110 year old city has been known 
more for its notoriety than for its commercial and 
cultural accomplishments. In the 30s and 40s It housed 
casinos and, before America's alcohol Prohibition era 
ended in 1933, Hollywood stars flocked to Tijuana to 
get their kicks at horse and dog races. In the early 60s, 
the young Carlos Santana learned his first guitar licks in 
the Avenida Revolution nightclubs, which remain vital 


Jorg Burger and Mike Ink's “Las Vegas’, and heard 
something that sounded truly bizarre ’ 

The samples Mogt unearthed were distributed 
among other electronic musicians from the city, 
including his partners from Fussible, who until 1998 
were known as Artefakto (an electronic Industri 
who had releases on Germany’s legendary Zotf 
label); and Bostich (aka Ramon Amor, a dentist 
taste for Euro-Trance grooves), who was later 
christened the godfather of Nortec for his thurr 
track “Polaris’. As Mogt fondly remembers, that 
'opened the Nortec sound for all of us. Ramon 
us that the rawer the original norteno tracks soi 
the stronger the music was.’ 
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Before their drums fell silent, 23 Skidoo’s 
percussion-heavy apocalypses ripped away 
the city’s civilised surface to reveal its 
primitive heart. Now the long wait is over: the 
culling is coming again. 
Words: David Stubbs. 
Photography: Amy & Tanveer 















the early 80s, which c 





















[wordplay can change it, runs the creed of America’s: 
^^One to find out why freestyle storytelling is only i 




HipHop underground. Peter Shapiro meets Anti - PopVQ 
catching up with the complexities of beat science. Photos: 
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As the new free zone’s most versatile drummer, William Hooker is equally at home with Sonic 
D] Olive and Christian Marclay, and ecstatic jazz player David S Ware. Words: David Keenan, 






Youth's Lee Ranaldo, turntablists 
Photography: Melanie Grizzel 










Tangents #1: With the invention of stereo, music developed a new consciousness of inner and' 
by everyone from Sun Ra and Parliament to Stockhausen and Hawkwind. In the first of a new* 
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approach 


connection’ fantasies and claims of astral ancestry 
origins of the Live Space Ritual. Illustration: Karl Bielik 
































Every month we play a musician a series of records which they’re asked to identify and comment on — 
with no prior knowledge of what they’re about to hear. This month it’s the turn of. . . 


Kim Gordon 


Tested by Rob Young 













invisible jukebox 






‘All are 

unconditionally 
guaranteed to get a 
big kick out of 
reading this superb 
account of one 
of rock’n’roll’s 
most interestin g 



Mike Barnes’s critical biography gives an assured 
survey of all of Don Van Vliet's work and an insight into 
the extraordinary personality behind it. 

0 .SB«0 7043 8073 0 
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Yuri Lemeshev/Brad 
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the compiler 

New compilations: reviewed, rated, reviled 
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in brief dub 
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III brief electronica 


Reviewed by Ian Penman 
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in brief outer limits 

Reviewed by Ken Hollings 
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Natalie Gravenor sees militant music video at Oberhausen Festival 

































































































































Rnval Festival Flail 

Hall 


/THE BIGGEST 

PERCUSSION 

FESTIVALS 

\ IN THE WORLD 


RH YTHM STICKS 





FREE FESTIVAL 
LEAFLET 
020 7456 0404 


























































































john ZORN 
FRED FRITH 
billLASWELL 
davidLOMBARDO 

A quartet of massive power. 

+support 

Monday 3 July 8pm 

Barbican Centre 

020 7638 8891 


JAZi SAALFELDEN 25 .- 27 . 08.2000 


Klaus Dickbauer Horns Astray | Chucho Valdes Piano Solo I Hugh Ragin feat. Amiri Baraka and David Murray | 
Arto Lindsay Project | Sex Mob Solid Sender | Patrice Caratini Ensemble | 4 walls Luc Ex | Veryan Weston | 
Michael Vatcher | Phil Minton | Bobby Previte Bump The Renaissance Band | Diamanda Galas La Serpenta Canta | 
Richard Galliano New York Tango I Greg Osby Project feat. Oliver Lake and Bob Stewart I Anthony Coleman feat. 
Shelley Hirsch | Martin Koller's Third Movement - Special Edition | Uri Caine Bach-Goldberg Variations | Scofield & 
Swallow & Stewart | James Carter New Electric Quintet | Wolfgang Mitterer& Wolfgang Puschnig | 
Shelley Hirsch &DJ Olive | Andy Sheppard Project | Erik M. Snuff Mixx | David Murray & Amiri 
Baraka | Ikue Mori Ghost stories for the mutant drums | Louis Sclavis & Catherine Jauniaux | Christian 
Fennesz & Philip Jeck | Gianluigi Trovesi & Gianni Coscia 

































































































































Details of all available back issues, and asearchable index of contents of issues 
after 100, are available on The Wire Website: www. thewire.co. uk 
Articles from sold out issues are added every month 







































Free CDs! Free magazines 


Our July offer: take out your first subscription to The Wire and get a full set of Wire Tapper CDs or 
three extra issues plus The Wire Tapper 4 & 5 — FREE! 

The Wire Tapper V ols 1-5 



Subscribe online at: www.thewire.co.uk 

Tel +44 (0)20 7734 3555 • Fax +44 (0)20 7287 4767 


WIRE 





















epiphanies 


Yorkshire poet and broadcaster Ian McMillan licks the decals off Sing Something Simple 
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Listen. 
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Change the way you discover music 








